











Dam and Shoreline Maintenance

Dam and shoreline munrenance should be
addressed periodically to ensure the ntegnty of the
dam and oveeall recreational value of the pand.

The dam it self should be kept free of any trees s
ther could evennally cause a leak from thesr oo
svstem. If trees are already present, they should net
be cut down if they have an extensive oot $ystem.
Generally, all mwess less thas 4 inches in diametes ac
breast hesght do not have root: penetraung the coze
of the dam and should be removed befoce they
become & threat to the structere of the dam.

The entre dam should be kept well-sodded
with a managesble grass to prevent exosion. Lagge
rock i recommended at the waterline along the dam
face if there is porenoal of ezosion from wave
scton. The spillway should also have some rype of
erodion prevendon depending on the amount and
frequency of water flow. The bottom of the
spilbaay should be lined wth large rock or concrete
if warer fiows across it ofren. Any debns or
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Begvers and muskrals can boes in 1o ihe side of the dam and weaken its strusiure. Emergancy spifways should bz finad wilh

RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

samplings should be peniodicallr cleaced from the
spalbway,

The shoceline and surrounding watershed
should be well-sodded as well to prevent erosion
and muddy water. If necessary, lvestock should
enly be given limited access to the pond. Larger
veperation that reduces the recreatonal value of the
lake should be wimmed or weated with herbicide.

Beavers and muskrars can both cause aesthenc
and strucmral damage to sport fish lakes. Large
rock placed along the waterlne of the dam will
usually prevent beavers and muskrats from bonng
in. Trees can be protected by wrapping steel mesh
around the base of the mee o 3 height of abour 4
feer. Otters aften visit ponds from nearby creeks
and can hzve o s:i.gﬂ.'iﬁl:ﬂr'l.[ impar{ of the fish
population. Droppings with scales and fish bones
are evidence of orter visits. These nuisance animals
should be remaoved as soon as detected. Techniques
includeé body-grpping traps, snares, foothold maps,
and shooting. Permins and licenses mav be requised.
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Annual Evaluation

In addinea 1o ongoing management, your pond
should be checked an & regular bazia. Our annual
maintenance plan includes: an aquate weed
ASECEEMENL, & Water test to detérmune hme
requiremnent, and an elecunfishing balance check
assess the fish populaden
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RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES |

Regular elecrofishing evaluatons are necessary
t a56e$s the effecovensss of & management
program. Elecorofishing allows us mo stay on mop of
the pond's condition in order to make necessary
changes in management recommendatans,
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Annusl alactrofisning avaluations detamine the afectivenass of managemant praciess.
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SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT mmm

Summary of Management
Recommendartions

Yallev Pond 15 functoning a4 o bass-croaded
svgtem that has a moderate level of ferulite. Several
MANAEEMENT INPULs ATE NECEssAry [0 resiore 4
balanced condinon az well s ncrense the total
density of spoer fish. The management acuvites we
are reoommending for Valley Pand wall cenrer on
reducmyg the woml number of adult predators,
introducing supplemental forage. and enhancing the
condinoms for the producoon of torage:

To maintain a high density of sporr fish as well
13 help conmwol aquanc vegemton, we recommend
maintaining an intensive fertilization program
in Valley Pand this vear as well as next. Fernlizer
should be applied accornding to the “Smndard Pond
Fernlizanon Schedule”, Your cost for a season’s
worth of SporMAX Pond Ferulizer 15 listed below.

For Valler Fond, harvest bass 15 inches and
less ar o eate of 35 pounds per acre per vear (14
bz, ve.). The eecommended bass harvest rate and
size 1o be harvested will bkely increase over the next
few venrs as the fish populadon responds o the
managerment inpurs. We recommend suspending
I:-Iul:i'il.l. harvest m 1'.':|:Je!.' Pand unnl the b]utEi:IJ
pnp1:.|.:.|:inn TECCT ETS :hruu.g]:l MIAALTerent i.i!l[.‘l-ul'j.
Annual elecrrofishing evaluanons wall help

determune if fish harvest recommendanons should
be adjusted.

Supplemennal fosage, in the foem of crawfish,
oiapia and chreadfin shad (if necessary) will
additionally bolster the growth mtes of the
largemourh bass. Crawfish may be nroduced
the Spring of next vear at a rate of 400 pounds. In
addinion, sexually maruree nlapm should be stocked
at a rate of 73 pounds per acre (300 pounds).
Finallv, depending on whether or nor threadfin shad
are observed over the sumomer, 10,000 sexually
marure shad may be inroduced in the Fall of this
VeRr.

We recommend installing cne addinonal
teeding staton in the form of a Sweeney AF1100
direcuonal fish feeder.,

Aquane weed control will also be an mtegeal
part of the management progeam for Valley Pond,
Grven the present stafus ol Aguatc vegetanon,
cifecove fernlizanon will be the kev to conmal. In
the evenr thar filamentows algae becomes a chronie
133ue, 1t may be controlled cost-efbcienty with
aguanc-approved herbicide.

The managernent activities we recormmend over
the course of one vear in Valley Pond ace liseed
below, in order of their implementaton, along with
the cost for each actiacy,

Implemeantation Timetable and Cost Estimates of Recommended Managemeant Practicas for Valley Pond

Date Managemeant Activity Cost
Now - Oclober  [IMaintain fertilization program (apply feriilizer according o the WiA
2008 iStandard Pond Ferilization Scheduls)
Harsest largamouth bass (15° and less) up to 140 pounds/year
Annually = Hook and Ling BiA
- Electrofishing & 300.00Mhour
[ Summer 2006 [Install Sweeney AF 1100 directional fish feeder 587000
Fall 2005 tock 1 load (~10,000} threadfin shad (if necessary) 5 1,800.00
February 2007  |Deliver season's worth of SporiMAX Pond Ferilizer (275 1bs,) 237126
Spring 2007  [Stock 400 pounds of crawfish $1,100.00
Spring 2007 [Stock 300 pounds of adult tilepia S 1.800.00
Spring 2007 Annuel electrofishing evaluation® % 650,00°

' Puncnased faeders inglude $olar panel, rechargeabie batteny, and a bag af “Punna Gama Fish Show”

? Includies compiste writien evaluation.
** Adiiticnal traval changes may apply™
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Recreational Stocking Options

There are severn] species of freshwarter fish thac
can be stocked 1o increase angling diversity and the
overall recrennonal value of a sport fish lake. Some
of these stocking opoons may have an impact on
the balance of the iish populanon, This mmpact can
often be minimized with conservatve stocking sares
and mrendifving Certan MANAEemMent ACnvites,

Channel carfish (e oo are
espeeially popular addinons to sport fish ponds.
Cachish are generallv easy and fun 1o carch, grow
gquuckly, and good table fare. They are also direct
competrors of laegemouth bass. Carfish
recruitment i usually low in ponds with an
sbundanr bass populanon, However, ther can have
an mmpast on the forage population and should be
harvested before they reach large sizes. Manmuning
an sbundant forage base and intensifving the
supplemental feeding program will reduce their
impact on the dsh populadon.

Another wp predator thar s growing in
populaniey w supplermens bass ‘bluegl] ponds s e
hyvbrd siriped bass [Uwons drsaps & aeaerils),
Hvbnd stiped bass can be verv excidng and hard-
fighting fish o carch. They are genencally scerile
and adapt well 1o small impoundments, usually
OCCUpYIng more apen-water areas. They will trun
o supplemenmal feed and growth can be
sigmiacantl increzsed by offenng 3 hirh protein
feed. [nrensifving the feeding program and
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RECREATIONAL STOCKING OPTIONS

maintmning a healthy threadfin shad population s
recommended with the addison of hybrid smriped
bazs.

Anather relamvely new
opoan in sport fsh lakes,
partcularly designed 1o
inerease cateh mies of bass is
the feed-trained
largemouth bass. They are
haghly aggressive northern
bass (Mimooseme alwoider
sidspiaes) thar have been
tealned oo consume peller
teed. Feed-tramed bass wall
benefir greatly feam a hagh-
protein fish feed.
Supplemental feeding is also
important to maintain their apgressiveness snd high
carchabibty, Feed-trained bass will consume aaneel
torage and repeoduce in spoet fish ponds, thus they
can affect the overall balance of the fish papulsnon.
The condinon of the fish population in the pand
should be considered before stocking feed-trained
bass. Broadeasung a high-protein feed and stocking
supplernental forage i highly recommended with
the sddinon of feed-tramed bass. Also, bass harrsar
TATES MAY need o be ncressed o acoomemodate the
sddinonal fish. Each feed-teained bags has a Pcl:l.-jv;
fin clipped so they can be easily recognized during

basz harvest,

Feed-tramed Largemouth
Hass

Hytird Striped Bass

Faurvearan Sprg Mpapedigey




Rairdow Troul

Rainbow trout [Omenlyasde sk are often
stocked i southeastesn pn*:ds in the ta]l o add
a_u,E_'JnE appﬂmu:ﬁn‘ |:||.,|,,|_',|,|'|E the wanrer. Ramnbow
trout become aggresaive when the water cools and
will acuvelv consume peller feed throughout the
winter. They can have an impact on the forage
populaton, but enly for a shor amount of ome as

they die when the warter warms in mid o late spong.

Similar 1o the other predatar fish options, wour
TequUre A high-protein diet 1o grow in small
impoundments,
Redear sunfish
{Lpomiy micrmispiu),
also known as
shellceacker, are
tradinanally stocked
along wich bluegll in
sport fish ponds.
Bedear sunfish are 3
perfect addidon o
bass/biuepll ponds
becnuse they compere very bnde with bass bluegill
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Regear Sunfmh

for focd and spawning
grounds. They usually
Teguire different smghr.g
'I:-I:|‘J:|I:'LII:|1.'II:E- and add vanery
1o a day of fishing, Redear
sunfish gypically only spawm
once & vear compared o
bluegll. For this reason,
redese sunfish rend 1o
decrease 10 NUMDETs HVer
e in ponds with an
abundant bass population.
Intermediate size redear
sunfish are often stocked in
older ponds 1 boost the populaton
Cecasionally, we have available jumbo-size
Florida largemouth bass (Aimmsdemr ralsender

Jumba Largemouin Bass

Heridaway) 1o neoduce m povate lakes. Thess

addinons are popular among pond owners desiring
inatant results in tesms of big bass. Srocking raves
are penerally low resulnng in lirde impact on the
comdinon of the r.':jsr.iﬂg fish Pnpu]atin:nﬂ-





